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April 3, 2025

Via Electronic Delivery

The Honorable Chuck Grassley The Honorable Dick Durbin
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on the Judiciary Senate Committee on the Judiciary
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 224 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Durbin:

On behalf of the Coalition Against Socialized Medicine (CASM), we want to strongly express our concerns
about the following bills being considered during the Senate Judiciary Committee’s upcoming executive
business meeting: the Drug Competition Enhancement Act (S. 1040), the Affordable Prescriptions for
Patients Act (S. 1041), the Interagency Patent Coordination and Improvement Act of 2025 (S. 1097), and
the Preserve Access to Affordable Generics and Biosimilars Act (S. 1096). Each of these bills poses a
threat to America’s intellectual property system—the lifeblood of a thriving free market and the
cornerstone of innovation.

More specifically, | urge you to oppose S. 1040 and misconceptions that drug manufacturers are engaged
in anti-competitive “product hopping,” which suggests that innovators are deliberately shifting focus to
slightly altered variants of existing drug formulations near the end of a patent's life. While proponents of
the legislation claim “product hopping” allows drugmakers to dominate the market unfairly, in truth,
improvements allow continued research into treatments that can reduce side effects and find additional
applications. S. 1040 ignores the years of critical post-approval research that can mitigate side effects
and find new drug uses, improving the patient experience. If, as a nation, we want to encourage
manufacturers to research new treatments and cures continuously, we must understand the post-
authorization process of the intellectual property protection framework and put innovator rights first.

Patent protections incentivize innovators to invest their time and money into developing new products
with the knowledge that their investment is protected by strong IP statutes. These protections grant
innovators ownership over their products and allow them to reap returns on investment (ROI) from their
time, energy, and financial risk.

IP rights are pivotal for the research and development of prescription drugs. Drugs can require billions of
dollars and years to produce. Given these existing constraints, investing in the development of new
medications is a massive undertaking. The U.S. government must do everything in its power to
incentivize innovation and protect the rights of individuals and entities who invest resources into
creating treatments for patients.

Our country’s Founding Fathers recognized the importance of property rights, including IP rights, as a
hallmark of freedom and the driver of a competitive economy. IP is the foundation of America’s entire
market-based economy as it incentivizes competition and development.
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During this markup, | urge you to protect the values that keep the U.S. the leader in medical innovation.
IP rights are the cornerstone of the free market and serve as the key driver of lifesaving development.

Thank you for your continuous work of safeguarding American innovation.

Cc:

Senator Lindsey Graham
Senator John Cornyn
Senator Mike Lee

Senator Ted Cruz

Senator Josh Hawley
Senator Thom Tillis

Senator John Kennedy
Senator Marsha Blackburn
Senator Eric Schmitt
Senator Katie Britt

Senator Ashely Moody
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse
Senator Amy Klobuchar
Senator Chris Coons
Senator Richard Blumenthal
Senator Mazie Hirono
Senator Cory Booker
Senator Alex Padilla

Senator Peter Welch

Sincerely,

Pz

Andrew Langer
Executive Director
Coalition Against Socialized Medicine (CASM)



Senator Adam Schiff



